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Junior high students jump into the 2018-’19 
school year with a BIG BANG!!
By Charles Allen III 

The BRHS Junior High students’ first day of 
school on August 15, 2018 was filled with positive and 
determined students.The first day of school is like no 
other school day, it’s filled with new students in their 
first year and last year of Junior High.

The morning started off with all the Junior High 
students gathered in the gym along with new and old 
teachers welcoming and giving a brief introduction of 
staff, and student council activities. They were given 
their schedules and went off on a scavenger hunt to find 
their classes and teachers, which I’m guessing would be 
a hassle for the 7th graders because they’re new to 
BRHS, on the other hand 8th graders knew what to do.

Junior High students had a pretty small schedule 
due to Orientation. Each class period was 15 minutes 
long, which gave the teachers enough time to go over 
school expectations.

 During homeroom all of 7th grade got together 
in the band room, where BRHS counselor Ryan Wheeler 
went over his anti-bullying presentation. It went pretty 
well. On the other side, 8th graders were in the gym with 
Junior High teachers and had some student council fun, 
and team building activities. 

 

The Warrior Weekly

Students wait for school buses 
by Adrian Smith

Students of Bethel schools are walking, taking 
the buses, or cabbing to school as they wait for the new 
buses to arrive on the last barge. Bethel School District 
buses will be ready in October of this year.  

To solve the problem, LKSD is shuttling students 
to and from school with the white LKSD buses. This will 
help students’ parents get their kids to school on time, 
and the parents get to work on time too. According to 
Bradley Jerry, “I either get a ride from someone or get a 
cab to school. My parents are annoyed with the bus 
schedule right now.” 

Students may be frustrated with the bus schedule 
now, and either taking a school/district bus or taking a 
cab to school. Hang in there BRHS!

Top: Ms. Carmen Wessels and her homeroom students give it their all 
during a tug of war match.  Below: Mr. Wheeler talks about 
anti-bullying.

Jr. High 
students look 
over their 
schedules 
during the 
scavenger hunt. 
Photos courtesy 
of BRHS.



School lunch split amid addition of new 
students
by James F. Haas

Last Friday, it was announced that school lunch 
times would be changed. Instead of splitting into high 
school and middle school lunch, it is now split into four 
lunch periods based on which hallway students are  in. 
Students in B Wing now have 2nd high school lunch and 
students in the other wings have 1st lunch. 

The change was made suddenly on the second 
day of school, which is supported by multiple teachers 
who said they were told about the change on the evening 
of last Thursday. This change follows the pattern of the 
first few days in the 2018-’19 school year that have been 
wrought with changes. 

This school year BRHS is taking on an additional 
39 students, not counting those who enrolled before the 
first day of school. Altogether that means there are 543 
students enrolled at BRHS for the 2018-’19 school year. 

Increases in student attendance are to be expected 
due to the fact that from 2000 to 2010, the years in 
which most of the BRHS student body was born, the 
Bethel census area population increased by 3,002 with a 
birth rate of approximately 102 per 1,000 women. 

Senior Adrian Smith said, “It’s not as efficient as 
last year’s lunch schedule.” The lunch schedule is one of 
the more noticeable changes to have occured this year, 
but it is new and only time will tell if the changes are 
effective. For now it is simply a routine at the school.

New laptops for students!  
by Brienna Henry

As you may already know, students in grades 7-12 
each get his or her own computer. The school district got 
computers for BRHS to help students engage in 
technology.

Students this school year of 2018-19 were 
provided with new 1-1 laptops by LKSD. The school 
district was able to obtain the computers before the start of 
the school year. According to Mrs. Shaw, “The school 
district thought that going 1 to 1 for laptops would 
increase student learning and engagement.” She further 
stated, “I think it’s great that we have technology in our 
building, no matter what way we have it.” The use of 
modern technology gives the students a chance to engage 
and have a better learning experience. 

Erin Schalk-Charles, the school assistant principal, 
said, “The purpose of the new laptops is to ensure that all 
students have access to the latest technology to become 
global learners. LKSD really wants to help support our 
students to achieve all their postsecondary goals.”  Now 
that students have their own laptops, they are able to have 
easier access for their educational needs. 

Is your schedule mixed Up?
by Bradley Jerry

BRHS students have experienced differences in 
their schedules, having little to no selected classes.

Students and teachers gathered into the gym for a 
assembly last Thursday. Students didn’t find out their 
schedules were adjusted until the end of the assembly. 
Some students were not happy with the sudden change 
and didn’t know why they had been changed. James 
Newport-Haas said, “My schedule didn’t have any of the 
classes I wanted, like JROTC or AP History.” He had a 
completely new schedule. Dr. Boyer, BRHS principal, 
said, “We had to re-do the schedules due to a teacher 
resigning.” He further stated, “The class choices didn’t 
line up with with our new schedule.”



Changes to BRHS
By Romel Dela Cruz

Some changes were made to BRHS, including 
the carpets, the new cafeteria, where students will eat 
lunch, and the office locations.

The new cafeteria started construction last year, 
and the highly anticipated building is still being worked 
on. Students are waiting for the building to be 
completed, and it should be this year.

Also, a new and different carpet replaced the old 
one over summer break and was spread out over the 
majority of the school. The old carpets were used for 
many years before and definitely needed replacing. Dr. 
Boyer made sure of that and had a better carpet installed 
with a black-grey color.

Another change to the school was the office 
location. The front office is now directly in front of the 
lobby entrance.

Art Classes at BRHS
by Larian Howard
  
             BRHS has held several art classes open for 
anybody who’s interested.
        BRHS has been open to offer art classes from all 
ranges of knowledge of art. There are art classes ranging 
from seventh grade all the way to twelfth. If you’re new 
to art and don’t have much experience with it, the classes 
are still suitable for you. Whether you are a beginner in 
the art world or a professional, art classes are always a 
good idea to take. Taking art classes throughout your 
lifetime will allow you to be open-minded to new ideas 
and ways. If you are a beginner that just means you have 
a lot to learn. If you are a professional you can learn new 
versions of things you know now. The classes taken here 
are simple, but you should always be open to challenges. 
              Some of the art classes at BRHS are more for 
beginners like Junior High Art and Fine Arts 1. Some 
that are more for professionals or more advanced people 
are Fine Arts 2 and 3D Art. During these classes you 
create certain projects. Towards the end of the year, you 
can enter these projects into the town and state 
competitions. 

The school addition: New cafeteria 
by Devon Smith

The school is finishing up the new cafeteria. 
After decades, the school system has finally decided to 
add on a cafeteria to the building. The school is growing 
fast each year because there are more and more students. 

They have been working on the school cafeteria 
since last fall, and it is projected to be done by this 
November. Several students said they are excited 
because they will finally have a place to eat. 

Many of the students want the space because 
they are tired of eating in crowded spaces. According to 
Bill Murdock, the project manager, “The project began 
design in 2013. Construction started in spring of 2017. 
The Multipurpose Addition has a wrestling mat and 
hoist, a stage and a new kitchen.” The main entrance is 
by the senior hallway.

Left: Current senior hallway at 
BRHS.

Bottom: Construction of the new 
cafeteria underway.  Photos by 
Troy Stuart



Basic Foods class builds towers
By JoBeth Stuart

Mrs. Zoromski's Basic Foods class built towers 
on the first day of school, August 16, 2018. They worked 
together as table groups to construct towers to help 
create better team strengthening skills for the long 
semester to come. 

 7/8th period Basic Foods students  used 
uncooked spaghetti noodles and marshmallows in this 
group participation activity. The students worked 
together and had five minutes to create a plan to make 
the tallest tower with the same resources as the other 
teams. When they realized that they needed help from 
each other to make their tower stand, they decided to 
work together to come up with their group plan. 

This participation group project takes effort from 
each of the students and prepares them for their year full 
of food labs. This adds to a successful learning 
experience overall.

Extracurricular activities at BRHS
by TKP

There are many activities you could be in at 
Bethel Regional High School. There are activities like 
Yuraq, band, choir, NYO, basketball, wrestling, cross 
country, speech, battle of the books, robotics, JROTC, 
volleyball, swimming, cheerleading, spelling bee, 
AASG, and all the fun activities they provide for you.

There are certain dates when the activities start. 
Some start before school, some during school, and some 
during breaks. It can be a before school thing, or after 
school thing, it all depends on which activity you join 
and would like/love to be in.

These extracurricular activities keep students’ 
grades up, and students respect teachers and coaches. All 
students need to have good eligibility to attend activities, 
and if you have bad eligibility, coaches/leaders will put 
pressure on you to get your grades back up to passing. 

Great athletes and students in academic activities 
have self-confidence, focus, commitment, determination, 
competitiveness, time-management, and most of all 
discipline. They listen,  respect all of their coaches, 
teachers, and all the other students. They stay out of 
trouble too.

Bethel’s First XC Meet
By Kelsie Madson

Saturday, August 11, was Bethel’s first cross 
country meet of the season. BRHS, along with 4 other 
teams (Including Kwigillingok, Eagle River, Anchorage 
Christian, and Palmer High School teams) raced a length 
of 5 kilometers (3.12 miles) around Bethel. 

The race began and ended at the movie theater 
Suurvik Cinema. The course started on a 200 meter 
stretch into a little downhill course, which stayed flat 
until runners reached Crowley Hill. Once they ran up the 
hill, they went along the highway back towards our 
cinema. 

The XC coach and BRHS Dean of Students, Mr. 
Saltzman, organized the race here in Bethel, Alaska.

Kay Vienup, 
Timothy Thompson, 
and fellow group 
members construct aa 
tower. Photo by Mrs. 
Zoromski

Top Left: Junior Lindsey Beans-Polk

Top Right: Senior Lawrence Polk

Bottom Right: Freshman Katherine 
Smalls



Varsity cross country meet in Soldotna 
By Julian Stanley

The BRHS cross country team had their second 
meet this past weekend in Soldotna. It wasn’t most of the 
runners’ favorite course, but it sure is one to remember.

The course started on a field and has a hill in the 
beginning. Throughout the course there seemed to be an 
endless number of hills, and near the ending was a very 
long downhill. Before the finish was a small hill, and 
then about an 80 meter flat follow through.

One of our freshman boys, Landon Smith, said, 
“It was a very hard track, but it was a good one. I passed 
a few people and I beat my personal record.” Like 
Landon, a couple other athletes beat their personal 
records this weekend. Sophomore, Josh Putikka, stated, 
“I was super nervous before we started because it was 
my first varsity race,” he was one of the few people who 
ended up breaking his personal record. “My favorite part 
was the feeling of the wind when I was running towards 
the finish line. I just heard people screaming to go faster. 
I started running as fast as I could,” said Josh.

Senior, Lawrence Poe, said, “My favorite part 
was the last 80 meters of the race because I enjoy that 
final sprint off knowing that the race is almost over and 
knowing that I did the best I can,” he also said that he’s 
excited knowing it’s the last time he has to run that race 
yet sad because he didn’t beat his time from last year.

 

“Soldotna is a tough course! It’s all hills! We do 
our best to train on the hills around Bethel. However, it’s 
tough to train for courses like these. Prior to the race we 
walked the course to discuss the best approach to each 
section and focused on finding competitive edge. Our 
runners did their best to open up their stride on the 
downhills to gain speed on the uphill portions. It was 
great to see how well they competed,” stated Assistant 
Coach, Patrick Williams.

Although it was a hard race to run, everyone 
pushed their hardest and passed the finish line. 

Runners Cady 
Cedars and 
Katherine Smalls
Photo by Mr. 
Ryan Saltzman 

Runners Thomas Phelan and Landon Smith
Photo by Julian Stanley

Runners Peter 
Crow and Joshua 
Putikka keep to 
the trail in 
Soldotna. Photo 
by Julian Stanley

Summer is leaving and autumn is coming
by Jaylene Chung

Weather is getting colder and now we’re going to 
be wearing jackets and boots. That also means a break is 
around the corner and moose hunting. 

The weather has been changing since fall is 
coming early. During the start of the new school year it 
has been sunny, rainy, cloudy, or all at the same time. 

Most of the time there’s rain with a little bit of 
sun… part of the time. When it starts raining potholes 
form, and no one likes those. The roads here in Bethel 
are mainly mud, so it’s inevitable for it to happen. 



Introducing new staff members at BRHS
by Troy Stuart

Some additional teachers have been hired to the 
BRHS staff ranging from Junior High science to High 
School French class and even a new assistant principal. 
Maybe you were already introduced to some of them on 
the first day of school and are aware of their teachings 
already. 

Nine new staff members have been hired this 
summer, meaning there are new opportunities to learn a 
new subject such as French class with Nancy Nish, 
which is a relatively new language taught here. The 
school has also hired a new assistant principal Erin 
Schalk, who replaced Mr. Boyer, now the head principal 
of BRHS. 

Ms. Erin Schalk-Charles, BRHS 
Assistant Principal

Ms. Nancy Nish, High School 
Language Arts & French Instructor

Ms. Haley Hanson, 
Jr. High Math & 
Social Studies 
Instructor

Mr. Hans Holkesvik, Jr. 
High P.E. Instructor

Ms. Allison Foust, Academic 
Counselor

Ms. Beverly 
Chmielarczyk, Jr. 
High Science 
Instructor

Mr. Clark Taylor, Shop & 
Construction Trade  Instructor

Not pictured: 

Ms. Tabitha Hoskins, High School 
Math Instructor

Ms. Mindy Hamilton, Special 
Education Instructor

Ms. Jennifer Bacus, Pre-Algebra 
Instructor


